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Altreco Castellanos

nmy first letter as President of our
: Chapter, T mentioned how lucky we
v, WEIC 10 COLNE On 4 new Board fur the
new millennium. Needless to sav, as
some of you have already notced from
aur two successful monthly luncheons and
the recenily held judicial reception for the
visiting First Circuit ludges, the infusion
of new blood has set us off to 4 good start.

Notwithstanding the above, there is still
a lot to be done if we are to accomplish
the ambitious agendu and goals that we
have established for this year.

Once again, [ would tke 10 both con-
gratulate and thank Chief Judgze Laffitte
for becoming (God permitting) the First
Chief fudge of the new millennium and
for allowing us (o participate in his swear-
i ceremony. As the first speaker of the
ceremony. [ can assure my colleagues that
it was indead a “trightening privijege”

being able w address Cliet Judge Laffite,
Judges Cerczo, Picras, Gierbolini,
Daminguez, Acosta, Percz-Gimenee, und
First Circuit Chiefl Judge Toruella all ut
once, in the presence of a packed court-
toom and with Guvernor Pedro Rossello
and Ex-Governor Luis A. Ferre siwting
right behind me. Alse, 1 think that it is
porative that we recognize and praise
ex-Chicf Judge Cereco fur her magnanim-
ity and unselfishness in deending 1o end
Rer well desevveld terw as Chief Judge
early enough to grant Judge Lafficte the
oppurturity 1o lead our District Court into

the 2130 cemury,

As I nervouslv mentioned in Chief
Judge Laffine’s swear in ceremony, it is
of utinust fimportance that our Chapter
assist Judge Latfite in anyway possible us
we nove toward  the implemnentation of
what has bheen properly labeled as
Counreom 21, Needless 1o say, it wenld
be a tremendous waste of judicial
resources if pur District Court continues 1o
move forward with the incorporanon of atl
the new tools and devices that are now
availadle to facilitate and expedite court-
rootn Haceedings, if the hembers of our
bar are not properly trained tc use and
explod: the vast benetits that new technol-
ogy has brought us.

Heving said the above, und being this
the year of action and more action. our
chapter 1s going to take the initiative,
thanks to the pemnsistence and vision of
Mantel Quilichini, of urganizing a unigue
seminar to prepare the members of our
chapeer for all the new changes that we
will all soonm face in our Federal
Courntrooms, Said seniner will 1ake place
are June 4, 1999 and will be available for
both mueinbers and non-members of our
chaper. Formore mformation, please call
Manuzl at 733-7910. I strongy recem-
mend o all of the rich and famous part-
aers, of alt o the big and famous firms. w
make sure that vou send your eniire litiga-
tion deparustents to this seminar.
Remember, new technology will now per-
mit smaller firms and solo practitioners 1o
become morz compettive, efticient and
effective in the services of justice.

As g final note, please take note thar the
originally scheduled Appellate semirar
has besn changed to November 2, 1999,
Alse, we are in the process of organizing »
judicial reception during the month of
June with the primary purpose of incress-
ing our Chapter’s membersiip.
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Alfredc Dostellancs

- hope that everyone had a great suni-
mer vacanon. It is time w regroup
& and 10 focus again on the objcetives

that we have set tor this incredible vear.

First of all, T wish 1o persoually thank
Chief Judge Laffitte ond Frances Rios de
Moran for organizing and payving tor the
cxtraordinary and successful Courtroom
A1 seminar that was ld at the San Juan
Grand Hotel. Needless 1o sy the inune-
diate implettentation and use of new tech-
nology in our District’s Court rooms will
assure that the Federal Court systom in
Puerto Rico will continue to promwie aid
sateauard the highest standard of eacel-
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leiee in the service of Justice. In fact,
thanks 10 the leadership and commimment
ot Chief Judge Laffitre and the continious
dedication of Ms. Moran, our District will
he the first diswrict in the entire TS,
Federat Court Svsiem 1o e Court Room
20 reads W should all be proud ot the

above aceomplistinent.

Also, 1 Is very tmportult 1o mentien
and revognize that thanks o Ms, Moran,
the Cowrtioem 21 seminar was graced
with the prossiee and participation of
Professor Fredeiick Lederer, who is the
turemoss authoriny in the devefopment and
implenientation of the new echnology in
our Federal Courts,  Profusaor Lederer is

the Nuttonal Divector of the enrire

Couwrtroom 21 project. His presence wis
et sreat value to evervone that arended
the seminar, For those of ~ou that were
not ahle to attend the above seounar, or
fur those of ~ua that oy want o rettest
suttic of the lessens that were gl thae

day, both Chief Judee Laltitte and As.
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Morvdn have created a Courtroam 21 hot-

line. The elephone numbers for the
Courtroom 21 hotine are 772-3086 and
772-3084. Pleuse ask for Mr. Norman
Avbar when vou call the above numbers.
Alsol please note that Mr, Anbar can also
coordingle special Visits woany of the
wiree court raams tliar have alreads fniple-

vented Courtrooen 21 technology,

On a different note, T wish to congrat-
lute Judge Geraldo A, Carlo for his

apponnment g5 the new Chictf Judge of

our District™s U.S. Bankruptey Cour both
personally and on behalf of the Federal

Bay. Moreover. [ aiso wish to thank Chief

Judge Cado tor giving the Federal Bar the
OPPOTtUNILY [ partivipare 1 his recentls
Ax the
Chapter President, I consider it an honor

held swearing in ceremony,

and privilege 1o hase been able o partici-
pule us a guest speaker i borth Chief
Judge Lafiive’™s and U.S. Bankruptes
Chief Judge Carla’s swearing-in cure-
nionies in the past vear.
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Alfredo Castellaros

1999 1w abour to

come o anend and oonew pulien-

elicve our rot.

nam full of brigh promeses and

hopes s about 10 comaiee
Unlorunateh tor e, rhis signals the cone
clusion ol my year as presideunt of vur

loc: Federa, Bar Chapier.

Necdlesy te sav. i has-been o arvat privi-
lege nemg adle o preside over this wrgani-
zatod during this histonica, year. Betore |
proceed witn a few tfinal aotes and com-
men:s about the past vear. 1 reel com-
peiled o thuek the fobbovwing individuals
for the vast aclp and suppert they cuve nar
chapter durang 1999 Gustave Gelpr Ji.
Artreo b Gurona Seldc Muanuel A
Quilichini, Joan Maler, Nanucel San Juaa.
Eric Pérez Ochos Loty AL Olover, Atherae
O, Estrella v Frareisco Colde Rumiez.
Duve lodivno, 8y Frances Moran. Chizt
LS. Bankruprey Judye Gerardo Carlo and
a very special thanks o Chuet Judge
Hécrar Lothiie end Chiet Judge Fuan
Torruella for therr uncondiaanal supporn
to our locu, chiaprer. Noreover, [ wishito
porsonally thank my tariner assistant
Michelle Rohles for all the help thar she

guve us during the Last vy voars

For thaae o you that i ssad ~some ot the
spectad actvities that we orpamed inaior
sponsored during the List yeur, and with
the abjectve ol duang You 12 partici-
pale In our fuidre activities. Twell sum up
all of the 2vents Mot we Deld Jduringe the
las! yeur
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MONTHLY LUNCHEONS

Honm DPodre Rosealld
Governor ol the
Camronw eclth of Buero Rico

Hon Damel Dominguer

Hon. Héctor Laffiue
Clist Tudge tor the Distnet of Puerto Rion

Hon Curlos Pesguera
Secrgturs of Trinportatian

LS Mayistrate Judges
Hon, Jesds A Custellanios
Hon Justo Avenas
Hinr, Aade Delgado

Hon. José buentes Azostiau
Secrctary of Justwee

Hon. Pedro Toledo
Public Satatn Commissioner
HON
Josd A Tlermande s Mas ors, Eag.

BAR REMIEW COLURSES

AL owvurn

the  Feagoral dar
Asadiation Poerto Rico Chapter. con-
Jucted two Bar Roview Courses for the

Puertw Rice Federw Bur Ercanmmnation

Ve,

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Court Kouin 20 Seminar
Suweur-in Corenontes of
Hoin Hovtar Lafitee
Chiel Judye for the Disrct of Zuerto o
Jid
Flon. Geraroe Corle

Chief Judge ol the Bankruptey Court

Breukfust Ceromonm 1or the visiting
Judges First Cireul:

Christmas Pary

_a.

Creanen o the new Tuderad Bur searfy
award for the following ments:

Above cone bevond service o the
Federal Bar Association

Above wid bevond service 10 the Cou-t

Above cmd bevend sernvice
ta the Profession
el

Jorbemy the esmplor role model 10 4l
a—eT— L -

Lustdy. the Courtroom 21 seminar orga-
niced by the Clerk aof the courts Crifice
wilh the asastance of sone o oar Board
Mombers, was Instrucional while as the
SATIC e Q0 southied most fears ot the use
of technoloey in the courtrvum wmong
wlorneys,

Unguestonably, this past vesr was o sue-
czosful one to the very end. The preople
who muade this sugcess huppen deserse all
the credit and che thanks of svery uctive
rwemmber. | sincercly holiesye trat the wark
el the Board, 2ven moadversity . pros ad
feaittul wa ull,

Obvicusty, the FB A wark 10 Puertu
The new board of
divectors must continue o strive and

Rico 1s far from ever,

snaitan our standard of excelience, Only
by accomplishing conunued cacellence
cun we assure ourselyves that the new gen-
erabion of atramevs will follows our foo-
steps and will feel as proud as we are of
pemyg active members of our FBA
Chupte:.

Ouce again, Twish o thank eversone for
thelr vaconditonal sapport and m.t this
Chrivimgs . Sceason and (e New
Millennium bring joy and haopiness w all.

T
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